
What is workfare? 
Unemployed people being forced to 
work for free for up to 6 months with 
no guarantee of a job afterwards, 
many of them for major high street 
companies.

Does workfare help the 
unemployed?
The government’s own research 
found that in countries that introduced 
workfare it could actually lower a 
jobseeker’s chances of finding work, 

especially in times of high unemployment. The more workfare placements 
that are created, the fewer paid jobs there are.

What if I have a job already?
Workfare means employers can lay-off their staff or reduce hours and 
overtime. Workfare is often used to drive down wages and working 
conditions, undermining even the minimum wage which many struggle to 
survive on. It also helps large companies to undercut independent shops 
(who pay their staff) closing more local businesses, 

Doesn't Workfare save us money?  
Actually workfare is hugely expensive to the government. It saves the 
private companies money, but tax payers end up with the multi-billion pound 
bill.  It's another way the rich steal from the poor; just like bailing out banks, 
or paying wages so low they have to be topped up with tax credits and 
benefits. 

Kick Workfare out of Bristol!
If you want to get involved talk to your friends&collegues about workfare, 
complain to the companies who are involved in it, and check the events 
page of  bristolanticutsalliance.org.uk for future actions.
To find out more email: anticutsactionbristol@riseup.net 

What is workfare? 
Unemployed people being forced to 
work for free for up to 6 months with 
no guarantee of a job afterwards, 
many of them for major high street 
companies.

Does workfare help the 
unemployed?
The government’s own research 
found that in countries that introduced 
workfare it could actually lower a 

jobseeker’s chances of finding work, especially in times of high 
unemployment. The more workfare placements that are created, the fewer 
paid jobs there are.

What if I have a job already?
Workfare means employers can lay-off their staff or reduce hours and 
overtime. Workfare is often used to drive down wages and working 
conditions, undermining even the minimum wage which many struggle to 
survive on. It also helps large companies to undercut independent shops 
(who pay their staff) closing more local businesses, 

Doesn't Workfare save us money?  
Actually workfare is hugely expensive to the government. It saves the 
private companies money, but tax payers end up with the multi-billion pound 
bill.  It's another way the rich steal from the poor; just like bailing out banks, 
or paying wages so low they have to be topped up with tax credits and 
benefits. 

Kick Workfare out of Bristol!
If you want to get involved talk to your friends&collegues about workfare, 
complain to the companies who are involved in it, and check the events 
page of  bristolanticutsalliance.org.uk for future actions.
To find out more email: anticutsactionbristol@riseup.net 


